
November 2018     Love inc of lewis county 

Leon Bowman, Justin Becker, Merle Krouse, Julie O’Connor, Dennis Grainger 

In the past year, we have become aware of the many peo-
ple in our community who struggle to gain access to their 
homes due to disability or age related infirmities.  For those 
ineligible for government assistance, the cost of a handi-
cap ramp is outside their limited resources. With the finan-
cial assistance of local churches and construction provided 
by Twin Cities Rotary Club members, we have been able to 
provide three families  in our  community with 

approved handicap ramps.  But there are others we 
have been unable to help because we lacked the fi-
nancial means.  

We applaud Northwest Farm Credit Services in Che-
halis for coming to our aid.  Northwest Farm Credit 
has been a consistent contributor to community pro-
jects since its arrival in Chehalis. Dennis and I recently 
met with Justin Becker and Julie O’Connor in their 
Chehalis office and were honored to receive on behalf 
of Love INC a $3,300.00 check to be used for projects 
benefiting the disabled and elderly in Lewis County. 
They even intend to join Twin Cities Rotary members 
in construction of another handicap ramp this month.  
The project is once again spear headed by Leon Bow-
man, past president of Twin Cities Rotary Club. 

It is so amazing to see how God is working through 
Love INC and we are so grateful for people like Leon 
Bowman, the members of Twin Cities Rotary Club and 
businesses like Northwest Farm Credit Services for 
their contribution to their community. We hope to see 
other organizations and local businesses follow their 
lead in coming to the aid of those facing a mountain 
they cannot climb by themselves. 

 teaming up with the community to serve our neighbors  

One of several ADA approved handicap 
ramps built this year for one of your neigh-
bors.  Their life became so much easier thanks 
to the efforts of the good members of the 
Twin Cities Rotary Club.  Love INC gives a big 
shout out for those community leaders who 
take time out of their lives to answer God’s 
call. Special thanks to Leon Bowman for spear-
heading the projects. 

We sent out a cry to several churches for help rebuilding a rotten porch for 
an elderly person with little income. Richard Paroutaud, a Chehalis attorney 
with a servant’s heart ,took up the cause, tearing off the old and replacing it 
with a stained cedar porch. Thanks, Richard, for being God’s hands in this 
project! 



As Solomon so wisely noted in Ecclesiastes, “There is a 
time for everything, and a season for every activity un-
der heaven.”  Sadly, not every season can be met with 
joy. 

In the coming months, Love INC will be saying 
“goodbye” to several of our staff and although we look 
forward with great expectation to seeing who God has 
in mind to fill their big shoes, their absence will leave a 
giant hole in our hearts. 

Dennis Grainger, our Ministry Director, is leaving the 
end of November.  He has had a great impact on our 
ministry in the short time he has been here.  With his 
ability to pull in volunteers and engage our partner 
churches many people in our community have received 
the help they desperately needed.  To our misfortune, 
his wife decided to retire early and Dennis decided that 
spending more time with his lovely bride was where he 
should be. 

Unless we can find some way to heap sufficient guilt 
upon them, or sufficient bribe (or blackmail?) to make 
them stay, we will reluctantly have to also say “good-
bye” to Paul Bonner and Lucy Morris this coming June.  
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Paul and Lucy have been “the voice” and backbone of 
our ministry, but after more than  18 years for Paul and 
10 years for Lucy, they have decided to retire.  I believe 
there is not one person in Lewis County who either 
personally or through a friend or family member has 
not been touched by one of these individuals. As their 
time to retire gets closer, I will have much more to say 
about how they have been instruments of God’s mercy, 
grace and love. 

Major changes in personnel can always bring setbacks 
to a ministry as it adjusts to new personalities and those 
coming in reach their comfort level.  But we believe 
God has always been faithful to Love INC and as long 
as it is His will, He will sustain us. 

As the executive Director of Love INC, I earnestly covet 
your prayers for wisdom and discernment in the com-
ing months as we seek God’s direction and applicants 
for these positions.  We are presently taking applica-
tions for Ministry Coordinator (formerly Ministry Direc-
tor).  If you, or someone you know may be interested in 
that position, please call our office or go online to our 
website at Loveincoflewiscounty.org for the job de-
scription and application. 

 

    L O V E  I N C  O F  L E W I S  C O U N T Y  

We can’t thank our volunteers enough for all the 

time they give serving Christ through Love INC — 

stuffing envelopes, cutting wood, delivering 

furniture, answering phones and transporting those 

in need just to mention a little of what they do.  Hard to know how many peoples’ lives they’ve 

blessed through the giving of their time. We just couldn't do it without you! 

 

      THERE IS A TIME FOR EVERYTHING 

Our volunteer lunch 
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AND A BIG SHOUT OUT TO THOSE 
WHO MADE IT POSSIBLE: 

Harrison Square Presbyterian Church 

Centralia-Chehalis Vintage Auto Club 

Life Center Church 

Centralia ChristianSchool 

Trinity Christian Fellowship 

Baines Famous Kettle Corn 

L&E bottling 

Reichert’s Meats 

Franz Bakery 

Tumwater Costco 

Chehalis Safeway 

Kidz-N-Motion Entertainment 

BaLunatic—Ken Trombley 

Chehalis Grocery Outlet 

Precision Printing 

And all the Volunteers! 

OUR SECOND ANNUAL LOVE INC FAMILY CARNIVAL—AUGUST 2018 

Fun games!  Cool cars! Good times 
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PERMIT  NO. 10 

MISSION:  To mobilize the Church to transform lives and communities  

 In the Name of Christ. 

Board Members 
Tony Soteros, President 
Dorothy Due, Vice President 
Sheri Watson, Treasurer 
Janice Olson, Member at Large 
Stanley Baker, Member at Large 

Staff Members 

Merle Krouse, Executive Director 

Dennis Grainger, Ministry Director 

Paul Bonner, Intake Coordinator 

Lucy Morris, Clearinghouse Assistant 

Gary Baker, Furniture Coordinator 

Kay Morton, Secretary 

SAVE THE DATE!!   Feb.23, 2019 
ANNUAL SOUPER SUPPER 

How can you assist  Love INC?  We certainly don’t have a shortage of neighbors asking for assistance. The 
phones continue to ring with requests for gas and food vouchers, furniture, financial assistance, transpor-
tation, minor home repairs and a variety of other needs.  Sometimes we are able to help in providing for 
their needs by referring them to local resources, but most often, we are dependent upon people like you 
to be the hands and feet of Jesus to help us meet those needs. 

Like us on Facebook.:: 

Love INC of Lewis County. 


